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A Review of Investigation and Excavation of Oasis Relics from

the Lower Reaches of the Keriya River
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Abstract : This paper reviews the previous series of investigations and excavations on the lower reaches of the
Keriya River in the hinterland of Taklamakan Desert, and discusses the problems arising from the time series of
site groups based on field investigations. The results show that: (1)The established Keriya River delta relic sites
sequence which include Beifang (Xia and Shang dynasties), Yuansha (from the Spring and Autumn Period to
the Han Dynasty), Karadun (from the Wei and Jin to the Tang Dynasty), and Dandan Oilik (Tang Dynasty), is
basically continuous in time; (2)There is a possible gap between Beifang and Yuansha in temporal distribution;
(3)Beifang Cemetery, Beifang Residency Site, Yuansha Site and Karadun are spatially located from north to south
with temporally distributing from the old to the new; (4)The temporal and spatial changes of ancient sites were
the result of oases relics evolution. The settlement relics and oases sequences in the desert hinterland of the lower
reaches of the Keriya River delta can be presented as a reference for the contrast of environmental changes and the
human civilization changes in other regions in the southern margin of the Tarim Basin.

Key words : Tarim Basin; Karadun; Yuansha; Dandan Oilik; settlement; *C age; oasis sequence
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